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and by his own error of judgment, a circumstance not very common, would listen to no solicitations for pardon, and peremptorily prohibited the young man's reappearance before him; while Madame Bonaparte observed that <( a volcanic head, leading into follies for want of reflection, should not be associated with the indolence of a creole.*
After many months had elapsed, determined on a new effort to recover his lost ground, he solicited, through the medium of his sister and of Savary, who was also his friend, an audience of Madame Bonaparte, and to his great joy was desired to repair on the morrow to Malmaison, furnished with a very clear and explicit                                  '
memorial, which Josephine promised to forward.    Arriv-                                   !
ing at the chdteau, he found Madame, as usual, gracious                                  \
and enchanting; she told him that the First Consul, already                                  \
predisposed by her, would easily overlook an irregularity which M. de C6r6 promised to obliterate by future good conduct, and concluded by receiving his memorial, and recommending him to come himself in a few days for the answer.
The poor young man, intoxicated with the success of his overtures, demanded by anticipation the congratulations of his friends; but he discovered, before retiring to rest, that the memorial was still in his pocket, and he had left as its substitute in the hands of his patroness a long bill from his tailor. In despair at an incident which threatened annihilation to all his new-raised hopes, he passed a sleepless night, and early in the morning was again on the road to Malmaison, determined, as his last chance, to explain the whole affair to Madame Bonaparte. His consternation may be imagined when, advancing with outstretched hand to meet him, she anticipated his explanation with:
(< How happy I am! I have delivered your memorial to the First Consul, and we read it together; it was admirably drawn up," added she, with an approving smile, <*and made a great impression upon him. He told me Berthier should report it, and within a fortnight all will be settled. I assure you, mon cher, this success, for I consider the affair as concluded, made me the whole of yesterday the happiest woman in the world. *
If the actual memorial had not been at that moment in 29s recently finished  a  splendid picture of the captive      .                           \
